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CLOSING THE GAP 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [9.11 am]: I rise today to table this statement 
on the progress made in 2021 under the National Agreement on Closing the Gap. I do so on the country of the 
Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation and I pay my respects to Whadjuk Noongar elders past and present, and to 
their emerging leaders. I also acknowledge all Aboriginal Western Australians and their connection to country, 
wherever it may be across this magnificent state. 
Today, I table this update on progress made in 2021. It highlights the key reforms already underway and the $374 million 
in budget initiatives announced in September, many of which will help to address specific socio-economic targets 
under the national agreement, such as increasing family safety and reducing the number of young Aboriginal people 
in detention. The update emphasises work done to implement priority reforms that make sure that our structures 
and systems are serving Aboriginal Western Australians as well as they can and maximise our capacity to achieve 
those socio-economic targets. These reforms include: building the Aboriginal community–controlled sector through 
sector-strengthening grants and a whole-of-government Aboriginal community–controlled organisation strategy; 
implementing The Aboriginal empowerment strategy: Western Australia 2021–2029 throughout the Western Australian 
public sector; establishing the Aboriginal justice advisory committee to provide crucial cultural advice and guidance 
on justice issues; contracting Aboriginal organisations to help implement key initiatives such as the Aboriginal 
family safety strategy and the family-led decision-making pilots; and setting Aboriginal employment and business 
targets for the state’s major transport infrastructure program, including $700 million of contracts for Aboriginal 
businesses and 3.5 million employment hours for Aboriginal workers. 
As I submit this update, I acknowledge two significant documents released in September. The first is WA’s 
Closing the gap jurisdictional implementation plan. This sets out how the government will do what is required of 
it under the national agreement’s four priority reform areas and 17 socio-economic outcomes. The implementation 
plan was developed in collaboration with 19 state government agencies and the Aboriginal Advisory Council of 
Western Australia, with critical input from the Aboriginal Health Council of Western Australia, WA’s representative 
on the Coalition of Peaks. This first implementation plan sets out the state’s approach to its Closing the Gap 
commitments over the next 12 months and beyond. It will be refined, refreshed and updated on a regular basis. This 
process will reap the benefits of increasing collaboration and partnership with Aboriginal people and organisations, 
a stronger community-controlled sector and a more data and accountability–driven approach. 
The second document is The Aboriginal empowerment strategy: Western Australia 2021–2029, which envisages 
a better Western Australia for Aboriginal people—one of partnership and shared decision-making and of greater 
self-determination and economic prosperity, and where Aboriginal people and cultures are celebrated and valued. 
Through the implementation plan and public sector–wide adoption of the Aboriginal empowerment strategy, this 
government will continue to develop working relationships with Aboriginal people and organisations that grow 
and flourish. These partnerships will help guide us towards a Western Australia in which all Aboriginal people, 
families and communities are empowered to live good lives and choose their own futures from a secure foundation. 
[See paper 972.] 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Well done, minister. 
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